








Regarding this great recruiting meeting called for Tipperary town, we decided we would
make things “lively”. We put up a lot of anti-recruiting posters around the town and
neighbourhood. Amongst the leaders against the recruiters were Sean Treacy, William Benn,
Louis Dalton, Jim Q’Connell, Michacl O’Callaghan, Jim Rvan and myself.

In that vear also | mad: trips to Dublin to get some arms and ammunition. I remember
vividlv one incident there. | had brought some money with me to buy arms and I think my
dealings were with Sean McGarry of the IRB. So far as | can recall he was working for a
company called Fdiswan in what is now Pearse St.

Sometime in that period too Diarmuid Lyvnch came to us from the IRB in Cork with some
automatic pistols. Those, | think, were .32 pistols, and L had one of them for some years, but
they were practically useless, because they jammed on the slightest provocation.

In turn we now held Irish Volunteer recruiting meetings all over the area. These were
addressed by P CoO"Mahony, who was County Centre of the IRB, Secamus O'Neill, who was a
professor in Rockwell College, Pierce McCan, Richard Treacy, myself and others. At the close of
1914 we had a looscly organised battalion which we named the Kilnamanagh Battalion, to
which | was cither elected O/C. or appointed mysclf thereto. 1 had to do most of the
appointments for some time! There were battalions elsewhcere similarly loosely organised.

Finance came out ot our own pockets in 6d [2.5p] and 1/- [5p] weekly subscriptions. By those
means we bought any equipment secured by us, and that was the position for several years.
The IRB and Sinn Féin were similarly maintained. Connra na Gacilge had its annual collection,
dances, concerts and feiseanna, but sometimes these did not pav their wav. The Gacelic League
at that time and for some vears after paid the Irish teachers, and so it remained for many vears.

I come next to 1915, One of the big events of that vear was the Gaelic League Ard I° heis at
Dundalk, where the IRB got control and Douglas Hyde, its founder, resigned. In later years we
came to the conclusion that that was a mislake, that the Gacelic League should have been kept
out of politics all the time.

Some time in that year Ernest Blyvthe came organising to Tipperarv, and he staved al
Gooldscross for a time at the house of a friend of mine named James Kearns, who worked on
the railway. On 1 August Con Decre and [ were [in Dublin] at the (Y’Donovan Rossa funeral,
where Pearse’s historic address at the graveside made a great impression on us. Drilling
continued and | remember being at the IRB Conference in Dublin in October or November.

Some time also that year The O'Rahilly, who was handling the question of securing arms and
supplies for the Volunteers, got in touch with me. T was summoned to Dublin, where he asked
me to go round and buy up all the shotguns and ammunition, rifles and revolvers throughout
Munster, and to see if it were possible to get anv of the National Volunteers” arms. I covered a
good deal of Tipperary and some of Cork and Waterford and Limerick (especially Limerick
City) and I got quite a good deal. The principal helper | had was Michael Dolan, a hardware
merchant in Cashel.

As regards the National [Redmonditc] Volunteer arms, | was not able to get very many of
those, but I helped to engineer one coup in Dungarvan. Dan Fraher happened to be treasurer of
the National Volunteers in Dungarvan. As most people know, he was very prominent in the
Gaelic Athletic Association. His son-in-law, Pat Whelan, was later commandant of the IRA in
Co. Waterford.

Dan had no authority to give rifles away, but he told me in Irish one night where they were
to be had, and so 25 Lee Enfield rifles found their way eventually to Dublin, and as far as I
know were in the hands of the Volunteers before the Easter Rising.

I don’t recall when I finished my business with The O’Rahilly, but it must have been some
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time in 1916. He was very pleased with my work, and told me so on Easter Sunday morning
1916 when he called to my place with the [countermanding] order from Eoin MacNeill.

[ have already stated that I and several others in our area were in sympathy with Jim [.arkin
and Connolly in their efforts to make life better for the Irish workers, and that for about a
fortnight I was in Dublin in 1913 and in the thick of the struggles on the quaysides. Before this |
had met William O’Brien of the Labour Party. A Miss Bridget Ryan of Bishopstown in
Knockavilla parish went to work with William’s two sisters. My sister Katie, who also worked
in Dublin, called to the O’Brien home to see Miss Rvan. She was made very welcome by the
Misses O’Brien and they became lifelong friends.

l accompanied her on a visit to O’Brien’s and that is how I first met William O’Brien. | got to
know him very well, and also, in the years that followced, 1 got to know Larkin, Tom Johnson,
Tom Foran, P. T. Daly and other Labour leaders.

Late in 1915 my sister told me that William O’Brien wanted me to call on him at Liberty Hall
on my next visit to the city. There seemed to be some urgency in the matter, so I went to Dublin
a week or so later and from Kingsbridge [Heuston station]| went direct to Liberty Hall. William
O’Brien told me that James Connolly desired to talk with me, that he wanted information about
the outlook of the Volunteers in regard to a rising.

William O’Brien ushered me into Connolly’s office, and Connolly came to the point in his
forthright way. He said he knew that Clarke and MacDiarmada, Pearse and O’Rahilly regarded
me as a trusted Volunteer officer, and that O’Brien had told him of my long association with
national affairs and my friendship for Labour.

He had been told by O’Brien that I also regarded him [Connolly] as a national leader. |
intimated that such was correct. Connolly then said that, as that was my viewpoint, I would
have trust in him as he had trust in me. “Certainly”, I replicd, “but in case of our discussing
any matter that the IRB would be concerned in, I will have to report on it to my chiefs as [ am
an IRB centre”.

“That is all right with me”, said Connolly. He pointed out then that he feared the Volunteer
leaders, if they intended a rising at all, might put it off until it would be too late. The time to act
was while England was at war, and the war could not last forever. He said he was determined
to strike before long, unless he had some assurance that the Irish Volunteers would strike soon.

He then queried me directly on this point and asked me if I could tell him if a rising were
projected. I replied that there appeared to be every certainty that a rising would take place, and
that if he came out prematurely with the Citizen Army the planning for a rising by the bigger
organisation would be gravely injured. He agreed that this was the general opinion of Irish
Volunteer members, but that he could not wait much longer.

He asked me if I could give him any assurance as to when the rising might take place. I told
him that I had no knowledge of dates, but from many hints and indications I felt that there was
every probability of a rising in the coming year. I said that the wisest course was for him to
meet Pearse, Clarke and MacDiarmada and reach an agreement with them, and that I was
going directly to see Clarke and report the talk to him.

“Do”, said Connolly, “and I am hoping now that something may come out of our talk”. He
thanked me and shook my hand warmly. | went directly from Liberty Hall and told Tom
Clarke what had transpired. I'said that in my opinion a meeting between Connolly and the
Supreme Council should be arranged. Clarke agreed. He said that it was vital that this should
be done and that my talk with Connolly was very valuable. The time of these events was either
later November or early December 1915.

In 1915 or early in 1916 1 published The Gael, a weekly paper of nationalistic propaganda. The
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printers were the Gaelic Press of Dublin, and the distribution was done from there by my
direction. I was entirely responsible for this paper though, as time went on, it was warmly
approved by Tom Clarke and Patrick Pearse.

Along with this work and my own business of agencies I continued to work for The
O’Rahilly. The “stuff” when bought went here and there, and sometimes I had very little to do
with its distribution, having only to report on the purchases and where the stuff was to
O’Rahilly, who attended to most of the distribution. Occasionally I had to attend to the
distribution. On one occasion some shotguns and a good deal of ammunition were stored at my
home. Just before the Rising we left a big quantity of this at the house of a Mr. Sayers, a
Protestant solicitor living near Gooldscross.
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